BIR advocates test for
recycling certificates

(¥4 = The Bureay of International Recycing
(BIF) is fundamentally open to the idea of
promoting recycling via tradable corificale
sysberns. These shouid be addrassad o necy-
clable materals with poorly funclicning
rmarkets gnd teke inko account lessons laammd
in fhe pesi, FAoss Bartley, BIRE Ervinonman-
tal and Techrical Director, sad in & prasanta-
tinn prepared lor 8 confersnca in mid-July,
Thar gwent was arganised by the Commisson
in Brussels b mark the launch of the conswl-
taticn on the BU themalic stralegy on recy-
cling.

BAr Bartley pointed cut that as a rule, one
shimdd work with the market and not agains!
il Exigting well funclioning markats for recy-
clable malerials shoud not be chstructed
el where possible, fufher developad. the
BIR direcior noled. Ha cited metal scrap and
recovered paper 85 two examples of recy-
clable materigls for which a markef exisied.
In thwa case of poody funclioning rrarkets,
instruments must be emploged o imiate,
siipport and improse them, the BIR epre-
saniates statod

A= regancs: tradatbile cenificates as an nstru-
rmenl, Mr Bariley pointed ot that thers had
basesny litfle axparience with thes usa, apar
#rern thee British PAN sy=iam fofmplamant the
EU Packaging Direcliva, The system’s crtics
baliswad that it was not suited to achieding
dafined emvironmental fargets or high recy-
cling auotas. Furthermaone, the scheme
required & wel functioning market, emaiad
waving tha intemalsation of deposal costs
and praverind prog ress in simategic develop-
ment whan placed under lece pricing pres-
sum, Mr Bariley sad, ciling clams mads by
crilics of the PAN system.

Thi: BIR Emvarorsrental and Technical Direc-
for proposed besting such & cerificate
sysier in he waste beatiles ssctor. The falling
share of reusable textiles in collected stock
meanl thal the costs of caaning, processing
or diggosing of residual frectlons, such as
wiping ard cleaning cloths, sacycled fibres
and textite waste could no longer ba covened.
Texdile recyclers have said that this situation
is endaragaring the sectors future, Mr Barthey
raigad the guastion whethar setting recycling
tarpeis would rectify the structural and
market probleme curently faced by testile
recyciers.

O the Esue of the data collection to calow-
lafe recycling rates, the BIR Ervvmonmarnal
and Technical Dwecior suggested that this
should be measured “at the point whess
secondary riny ratesiaks substitute primary
irfmed, " far instance price o metting, pulping
or othar production processes,
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